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OFFICIAL RULES OF
THE WORLD EIGHTBALL POOL FEDERATION
THE GOVERNING BODY FOR EIGHTBALL POOL

A.The Spirit of the Game
The Game is known as Eight-Ball Pool. It is expeced that pyers will amays phy the
game n the trwe spiritand i a spartingmanrer. The Referee will take whaever action is
necessary toensure that the spiritand rulesof the game are observed.
C. (9) Player in Control
A phyer (and the plyer's parier in doubkes) is deemed © be “In Control” of the frame from
the time that the balls stop moving from the fial shot of an opporents turn until the balls
stopmoving fram the firal shotof the plyer's tirn. There can be no instance, once a frame
hascommenced, that someane is not incantrol.
D. Object of the Game
. The objectof the game is towinby being te firstplayer toPota group of Colours in
any orcerand inany pockets and then Pot he Eight-Ball inany pocket.
. When 'On"a group of Golours, pottingmore tan ore kall of that Colour in the same
shotis allowed. Butaseparak shotmust be played © pot the Eight-Balland win the
game.
Playing fromBaulk
“‘Baulk’ is the area of the table behind the Baulk Line at the end of the tabke.
. When plying from Baulk-
a) The centre point of the Cue Ballmust behind Baulk Line
b) The Que Ballcan be moved into position by hand or with the shaftof the cue.
NOT Cue Tip

c) The Que Ballmay be playedinany diection. d)
The Break
The Object Ballsare racked with the Eight-Ball on the Spot.

. In the absence of any campetition / tournrament rules to the contrary, a coin will be bssed or
players will lag’, the winner haschoice of break the break
of each wubequentframe willalterrate.

. To "Break’, the Cte Ball is phyedat the triangke of Object
Balls from Baulk The frame commencesthe instant that the
Cue Ball is plyed
a) The Break will be deemeda "Fair Break" if:-

At least one Qolour is potedAND/OR :

iii) Four Object Balls (at kasf) are driven toa cushion.

b) If theBreakis nota Fai Breakit is a Non-Sancard Foul AND:-

ii) The opponent is awarded two visits.

The ballsare reracked

iv) The oppanent re-serts the game and is under the sme obligation © achieve a Fair Break

c) i) If the Cue Ball ispoted ona Fair Breakit is a Non-Standard Foul that is peralised by the
turn passing to the opporent.
ii) If the break is nota Rair Breakandthe Cue Ball ispotted, the peralty for failure to
perfom a Fair Break applies.

. If the Eight-Ball is potted onary break, the hallsare re-racked and the ssme plyer will break
again. When the Eight-Ball is potted on the break; all other aspects of the shotare ignored.
(Except ifa breach of the “Spirit of the Game” cccurs

. Wrhere the wrong plyer performsthe break if:-

ii) The breakis fair, the opporentwill continue wit 2 visitsand an open bk
iii) The break is not a Fair Break, se 4(b) above
. Legal Shot
Onall shots, he player must:-
a) Caue the Cue Balls initil contactwitha ball to be witha ball "On", AND THEN
b) Pota ball "On" OR; Caus the Cue Ball or any Object Ball tocontct a cushion.
Failure to ply a Legal Shot is a Standard Foul.
EXCEPTIONS

a) On the Break the conditions of a Legal Shotdo notapply. {Se (F) The Break}

b) When phby ing outof a Total Srooker a player is only obliged tomeet the conditions of (1)(a)
abowe.

i) Definition: A plyer is ina Total Shooker when it is impossibk to ply any part of
any of the phyers own Colour by way of a “straight line" shot Leaving an
opporent ina Total Snooker is nota foul.

i) If aplayer believes thata Tofal Snooker exists the plyer may askthe referee for
a nling.

iii) If he referee ruks thata Total Snooker exists the player's obligations under the “Legal
Shot" ruk are rekxed as follows- The plyer reed only caus the Que Ball's initial
contct b be witha ball "On". The requirement to pota ball and / or cause a ball to strike
a cushioniis waived.

iv) In a Tol Snooker, the straight sctions of the cushions DO come into
consiceration. 1fa player has to strike a cushion prior to mpact with a “ball on”,
thena “Total Snooker” does exist.

INTERPRETATIONS:
a) If the Cue Ball'sinitial contect is withan Object Ball hat is ouchinga cushion, simply
forcing hatObjectBall into the same cushion doesnotconstitue a Legal Shot.
b) If the Cue Ball andan Object Ballare touching the same cushion, simply forcing the

Cue Ball and / or that Object Ball into the same cushiondces notconstitute a Legal

Shot.

H. Deciding Colours

1 GENERAL

a) When Coburshave not been decided the table isdeemed © be "Open”.When the table is

openaplayer may phy ateither group of Colours. b) Colourscan never be decidedona foul

shot.

b) Once (olours are decided, the player remains "On" thatcoloured group for the durtion of the

frame.

c¢) Playinga shot after negkcting to nominate a choice of Colours isa Standard Foul. Any balls

pottedon sucha shot are left in the pocketand ignored for the purpose of deciding Colours.

ONTHE BREAK

a) If ro Coloursare potted on the break the table is "Open™.

b) If one or more Coloursare potted on e break the pkyer thenhasa rightand obligation

to verhally advis the referee of a choice of Cobur before proceeding. Failure b do 0 isa

Standard Foul.

c) i) If the player romimatesa Cobur hatwas poteed on the break, the player is on hat

colour nomater what happers rext.

ii) If the plyer nominates a Colour that wasnot poted on the break; to be on hat Colour, the
player must pota ball of that Colour on the next shot.

AFTERTHE BREAK

a) Ifa phyerpots ore or more halls of the same Colour, the plyer is then"On" hat

Colour.

b) Ifa phkyer pots one or more kalls of different Colours, the player mustverbally advie

the referee of a choice of Colour before proceeding Failure to doso isa Standard Foul.

Time Allowed

1. A pbyer hasamaximum of sixty econdsto phy eachshot.

2. If trefirst thirty sscondselpses before a shot isplayed, the referee will call "Thi
seconds"asawarningto the plyer.

3. Ifa shot is not played within sixty sconds it isa Non-Standard Foul. The incoming
player isawarded wo visits from :-

a) Wrhere the Cue Ball lies OR, if the player wishes

b) From Baulk

The referee may decide to grant "Time Out", if warranted.

a) At the request ofa plyer. (For example, someting is dbstructing the player or the plyer

needs to kawe the playingarea.)
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J. Fouls

There are three ty pes of foul. Sandard Fouls, Non-Standard Fouls, and Loss of Frame Fouls. A

player can only be peralised for ore foul at a time. If twoor more foulsare commited during

a shot, the foul thatcariesthemost evere peralty will apply .

K. Standard Fouls

Are to be called by the referee as soon asthey accur andthe fouled player is incontrol, until

all balls from that shotcone to rest. Tre referee then awards two visits to the opponert.
1) Potting hie Que Ball- “In Off"{Except on aFair Break}.
2) Playingfrom outsice Baulk whenobliged toplay from Baulk
3) Pottinganopponent'sball. {Except,when it is the properly nominated ball following a
Foul Snooler or Foul Jaw Snooker}
4) Playing out of tum. {A plyerwhoplaysa shot mmedately afer playnga foul or
immedately after the referee hascalled a foul on that plyer, has ply ed outof turn.
5) Accidenslly striking the Cue Ball withany partof the cue.
6) Accidenslly strikinganObject Ball wih any partof the cue.
7) Playinga shot before all balls have come torest fram the previousshot.
8) Playinga shot before any halls that require spotting, have been spoted.
9) a) Touwhing the table whik havinga cicarete (lit or unlif) in hand ormouth.
b) Causinga cigarete (lit or unlif) to touchthe table or enter the space directly above the
table.
c) Towhing the &bk while havinga beverage congirer inhand.
d) Causinga beverage contairer or beverage to touch e bl or enter the space directly
abowe the bk.
10) Touching he &bl when not in control of the frame.
11) Notmovingaway from the table within 10 sscondsof te time thatall the balls stopped moving
from the firal shotofa tunat the @ble.
12) Coaching: - During a frame, a plyer is required to ply without receiving any advice fram oter
personsrelting  the pky ing of the frame. Shoulda team member or bore-fice supporter of a
player offer advice, the referee will issue a “First and Final Warning" o that person, or persons,
thata repetitionwill result in the player being peralieed viaa Standard Foul.
13) Leavingthe playingarea without permission..
14) Playinga shot after negkcting to nominate a choice of Colour when required todo
s0.{seeDeciding Colours1.(d}
15) Playing A Push Shot or Doubke Hit
16) Failing to perfom a “Legal Shot".
17) Aferbeing awardeda Foul Snooker or Foul Jaw Snooker: - Ply ingan opponent’s ball or the
Eight Ball without firstly nominating that ball.
18) Playinga shot whik not havingat kastore foot touching the floor.
19) Failing to "Ply Away “from a buchingball.
20) A hall remaining off the table.
21) Players’ body or cloting touchingany ball.
22) Jump shot, (If the Cue ball avesthe bed of the table andmisses an Object ball that would have
been struck had the Cue Ball not Eft he Bbk onan otherwise identical shot, the Cue Ball is
deemed to have jumped over thatobject ball). A break shot that results in the pack being jumped
will be deemed tobe nota Fair Break (ee 4b)
L. Non-Standar d Fouls
are tobe calkd by the referee as soon asthey occur and the fouled player is in control, until all
balls from that shotcome to rest. Tte referee willthen impose the rekvant penalty.
1) Failure to perform a Fair Break {see Ttre Break(4)(a)&(b) }

2) Failure to phy a shot witin 60seconds of the time tat e ballscame to restfrom the previous
shot. { ®e () Time Allowed(4) }
3) Potting e cue hall on afair break { e The Break (4)(c)(1)}

M. Loss of Frame Fouls
1) Committing a foul in the ssme shot that the Eight Ball is poted. (EXCEPT on the Break)
2) Potting the Eight Ball when a ballor balls of the plyer's own Colour are still on the
table.(EXCEPT on te Break)
3) Potting the Eight Ball and the kst hall or ballsof e player'sown Colour in the same shot.
4) Deliterakly strikinga kall other than the Cue Ballwith the tip of the cue
5) Deliteratl ballor balls to b d inamamer other than that whichmay result
from playinga nomal shot
6) Deliteratly striking the Cle Ball withother hanthe tip of the cue.
7) Deliteratly inerfering, by word or action, soas todisrupt an opporent phy .
8) Ifa phyer breeches the ‘Spirit of the Game” to suchan exient that the frame (or match) should
be awarded to the gpporent.
Push Shots and Double Hits
DEFINITIONS: Gererally,any shot plyedwith speed will not be deemed tobe a Push Shot
regardless of the fact hat he cue tipmay have come into contactwith the Cue Ballmare than
once.
EXCEPTIONS thatare Standard Fouls:-
3) When, during the phy ing of a shot the tip of the cue strikes the Cue Ball twice and the referee is
abk toactwally e eachcontct.
4) Wten, during the ply ing of a shot, a plyer plys the cue  slowly through the Que Ball that the
ce tip remains in contactwith the Cue Ball soas to ke visbly pwshing italong.
5) Wren the Cie Ball is phyed intoa buching Object Ball.
O. Snookers
DEFINITION: A phyer is ‘Snookered” when it is impossble © phy the finest cut
possible on both sices of any of that plyer's own Colour by way of a "straight- line™ shot.
A player cannot be Snookered by a hall of the player's own Colour. That is, if one of the
player‘s own coloured group is an dbstructing ball, it will be ignored for the puposes of
dermininga Snooker.
A phyer canrot be Snookered on an Object Ball if the Que Ball is touching that Object
Ball.
A player cannot be Snookered by te straight sections of the cushions. Ifa straight sction
of acushion is preventing the firest possible cut on the sice of an Object Ball, that ection
of cushion will be deemed ot toexist for the purposes of determining a Srooker on that
Object Ball.
1f an Object Ball is partly cbscured by a curved section of a cushion (Jw), this in itself
doesnotconstitue a Snooker.
Foul Snoolers
DEFINITION: Whena foul cccurs, and thisresults in the incoming ply er being Snookered, the
incoming phyer isdeemed tobe Foul Snookered.
Ifa plyer believes that a Foul Snooker exists, the plyermay ask the referee for a ruling.
3)If the referee rukes thata foul snooker exists, the plyer initially hasthe following options:
a) Play the Cue Ballfrom where it lies. {®e (4) (a) below} OR
b) Askthe referee b removwe the Cue Ball soas toallow the plyer b phy from Baulk {®e (4) (b)
below}
a) i) If he player choos toplay the Cue Ballfrom where it lies, the player may nomirate
the Eight Ball (butsee (5) bebw) or any ore of the cpporents Cobur. The plyercan
nomirate a particular ballby verbaldescription of it or its position or by pointingat it.

i) Once nomimted,a ball is deemedto ‘became one’ of the plyer's Colour for the first shotof
the first visit. The plyer may then ply ary of the plyer'sown Golour or the nomiraed
ball. Ifany of the player's Colour and/or the nomiraed ball is potted, the player continues
with the first visit.

b) If the player chooses to play the Cue Ball from Baulk a Foul Snooker may no longer exist. If
the referee decides hata Foul Snooker does still exist, the plyer may rominate a ball and
followthe procedure in (4) () above.
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5) If the Eight Ball is nominaied itmay be played, butpotting itwillmean bss of frame.

6) Ifa phyer is "'On" the Eight Ball and Foul Shookered: - The player may ply a nominated
ballor the Eight Balland poteither or bot of these balls, directly or indirectly, inany
pocket or pockets.

Assuming the ply er doesnotcommita foul:-
i) If reither he Eight Ball nor the nomirated ball is poted, the plyersfirst visit is
compke.

inated ball is poted and the Eight Ball is not, the player continueswith the

If the nominated ball and the Eight Ballare potted, the play er wins the frame.
iv) If the Eight Ball is potedand hie nominated ball is not, the player wins the frame.

7) 1fa Foul Snooler exists and the Cue Ball is touchingan opporents ball or halls, the plyer
may, but is not obliged to, naminae ore of thase touching balls.

Q. Foul Jaw Snooker

If an opponent fouls and the Cue Ball comes to rest on or rear a Jaw (curved part of a

cushion), and that JBw is preventing the player from phying the finest cut possble on both

sides of any of that player's own Colour by way of a "straight - line" shot, the phyer is
deemed to be Foul Snookeredandall the rules pertaining to Foul Shookers willapply.
R. Touc hing Balls

1) GENERAL

a) If hie Cue Ball is buching an Object Ball, the plyer is obliged to 'Ply Away" from
that Object Ball atan angle of more than 90 degrees. (That is, play the shot without
causing the Ce Ball tomake any nitial further contactwith that Object Ball)

b) If, when plyingaway from a touching ball, the buching ball rocks or moves without
beingcontced further, but smply because the Cue Ball is no longer there, no penally
will apply .

2) Playingaway from two or more towching Object Balls:- If any of the touching Object Balls
are of the player's Colour, the plyer will be deemed to have plyed away if the phyer
play s away from any one of the touching balls of te player's Colour. That is, the plyer
may phy into any of the other touching balls. The plyer needs then to only pota hall or
cause any hall to strike a cushion to fulfil tie requirementsof a Legal Shot

S. Balls Off the Table

1) Itis a Sandard Foul if a ball leaves the plyingsurface (other thanbeing poted) and

remains off the ply ing surface or doesrit return by its owvnmeans.

2) DEFINITIONS / EXAMPLES

"Playing Surface"- The Play ing Surface of the table is the flatpart of the tabk betwveen
the cushions
"By itsownmeans":
ii) Itis notafoul ifaball aves the playing surface, runsalongthe top of a cushion, drops
backon to the ply ingsurface and comes torest there or falls intoa pocket.
jii) Itis a Sandard Foul if a ball leaves the ply ing surface, comes into contactwith a
person o object that is nota part of the bl and hen retums to the ply ing surface.
"Off the Tabk":- It is a Standard Foul if a ball leaves the ply ing surface, and comes b
reston other than the ply ing surface. (e g. On the floor or on the top of a cushion)
“Spotted":- A ball is otted whenits centre point isplaced on e spot ar, if this is not
possible, asnear as possble tothe spot ina direct line betveen the gpotand the centre
point of the cushion tat lies the greatst disance from the Baulk Line. If this is not
possible, asnear as is possble b the spot, in adirectline betwveenthe spotand he
centre pointof te baulkline. If any of the following ballsrequire spotting, they are
spotted in the follbwing order:-
1. Eight Ball, thenRed Balls then Yellow Balls
2.EightBall, hen Numbered Balls in umerical order

3) Ifa hall leaves the phy ing surface and remains off he play ing surface, it shall be retumed
to the fabke:-

a Ifitis the Cue Ball it is to be played from Baulk.
b If itisanObject Ball (or Ball9) it is to be Spoted.

T. Balls Falling Without Being Hit

1. Any hall that falls intoa pocket at any time, without being struck, shall be replaced by the
Referee to its original position, no peralty . Time will be re-strtedand the player incontrol
continueswith the visit.

2. Should any hall fall inb the pocket afier a shot is plyed and before balls come © rest,
providing te fallen hall played ro part in the shot, once all otrer balls have stopped
moving, it shallbe replacedas described above.

a) Ifa kgalpotwasmade play continteswith the same visit.
b) If no potwasmacde ply continueswith the rextvisit.
c) Ifa foulwasmade henthe next plyer will continue wit the appropriak peralty.

3. Shouldany ballfall inb the pocket afer a shot is ply ed, butbefore ballscome © rest,and
the fallen ball would have been struck, then e Referee will replce all balls to their
origiral positions
a) If no infringements of the rules were commited during the shot, or he Que Ball is

pottedasarewlt ofa ballfalling thatthe cue ballwould otherwise hit, the pbyer who
playedwill repky the shot or may ply a different shot.
b) If any foul was commitied (other than as defired ina) abowe) then the next player will
continue with the appropriate penalty .
<)
U. Interference
1 Ifany ballsare moved during a frame:-

a) By a personother than the players taking part in the frame OR,
b) As adirect result of one of the plyers being umped OR,
¢) De toany oterevent deemed outsice the players control sichas:-
i) ‘Actof God" sichasanearthquake et
ii) Tip fallingoff acue orendfalling offa spider etc,
the referee will replce the ballsas rear as possibk to the pasitions they were in before the
incident occumred, no penalty shall be imposed oneither of the plyersand the frame shall
continue.
V. Impossible Shot
A sitiationmay arise during a frame where it is impossibke fora plyer toplay a shotwithout
fouling. Insucha situation the payer hasno oter option but b commita foul.
W. Stale mate
The referee shall declre a Stakmate if both the plyer and the opporent have three turns in
successionwhere the Cte Ball fails to make contactwithan Object Ball. In sucha case, the
frame will be replayed with the same plyer breaking.
X. Referees Guidance (See separate sheet)
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